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mcnt. They would leave me if they could, but they cannot. The
tie seems to be indissoluble. They want to trust my judgment
in spite of themselves. This is a truly embarrassing position. It
increases my responsibility a hundredfold. I assure them that I
will not consciously betray their trust. I shall do nothing that will
damage the country's cause or honour. But the greatest consola-
tion I can give them is by pointing out that all would be well, if
they will be true to themselves. Every one of them will have done
his or her primary duty, if he or she practises Hindu-Muslim unity,
and if he or she devotes all his or her spare time to carding and
spinning and mastering thescience of khaddar, and himself or herself
wears it, and, if a Hindu, loves his or her untouchable brother as
himself or herself. This much every one of us can do without any
assistance* Practice is the best speech and the best propaganda.
And this everyone can do without let or hindrance from anybody
else. Not to Worry about others is Ormuzd's way. Ahriman leads
us into the trap by taking us away from ourselves, God is not in
Kaaba or in Kashi. He is within everyone of us. Therefore
swaraj too is to be found by searching inward, not by vainly
expecting others, even our fellow-workers, to secure it for us.
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Mr. Gandhi then addressed the meeting. He explained his attitude, that
he had no desire to divide the House on any matter of vital difference between
the Swarajists and non-Swarajists, although, in some matters, division might
be inevitable. He referred to the pact he entered into in Calcutta with the
Swarajist leaders, Messrs Das and Nehru, and after pointing out that the late
All-India Congress Committee had accepted it, asked that it be endorsed now.
He had watched what followed between the last meeting of the All-India
Congress Committee and now. Mr. Vithalbhai Patel had been keeping him
informed of the feeling in the country in connection with this agreement. The
vital part of this agreement was the new franchise- Mr. Patel told Mr. Gan-
dhi last night as well as today that he (Mr. Gandhi) was taking a fatal step
by asking for a spinning franchise, and that 90 per cent of the Congressmen were
against the proposed change in the franchise. Mr. Patel further told Mr. Gan-
dhi that, so far as he knew, there was hardly any Swarajist who favoured a
1 Presided over by Gandhiji